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the last four years the average amount of revenue realised
from land in Bengal lias exceeded ninety-six per cent of the
demand; as private income increases with cultivation and rent
weighs lightly on land we shall hear less of defaulting1 land-
lords and more of flourishing estates. The ryot himself feels
the coming change : if he is not better off than he should he, we
feel no hesitation in stating that he is better fed, bettor clothed
and better housed than the same class of men under the systems
which boast of c first, principles^ and enmity to so-called
conventionalism.* The philanthropists who regret that i he land
tax cannot be raised so as to alford means for the reduction of
indirect taxation seem either to mistake the nature of wealth
or misunderstand the nature of the change indicated by
an increase of indirect taxation.

Commerce and the arts of life advance at a pace with which
the progress of agriculture cannot compete, and it is therefore
by no means an easy task to determine the proportions according
to which manufacture andagriculture should divide the taxes of the
country. Even those who have but cursorily dwelt on the subject
admit that any continuous though gradual increase of land tax
would soon render the burden on land inequitable, and to our mind
it is an undeniable position that the system which would lead to
the increase of capital among the landed gentry would also enable
the country to bear with elasticity an increase of indirect taxa-
tion and to add to the resources of the tax-paying* multitude,

With such facts before us we would strongly recommend the
adoption of the Permanent Settlement throughout the country.
Wherever we have completed a correct scientific survey of the
culturable land, and land tenures have been thoroughly investigat-
ed and the results placed on record; wherever the periodical
settlement has worked with success, and the country bears
the signs of wealth, the permanent limits of Government demand
should be at once offered to the landholders as the main condi-
tion of the newly proposed settlement. If it be necessary to
proceed with greater caution, let us restrict the introduction of
the Perpetual Settlement to the naturally favoured tracts of the
country, and where a well grounded prosperity has prepared the
land for the change. Sir Robert Montgomery who has styled the

* f The ^prosperity of the rural population/ remarks a native journal, Ms
evidenced in their better clothing, a considerable improvement in their
physical appearance, and a corresponding change for the better in the condi-
tion of their cows and oxen/